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PASSENGY'. CIVIL AVIATION SECURITY SERVICE FEE

I am writir; ou behalf of the UK charter airlines that serve the US to scck further
claritication o : the 11 September Security Service Feez (SSF) Interim Final Rule (IFR) and
the various g1 jance letters that have issued from your office zince the IFR was published on
31 Toecembe*.

As a numbe: :f the letiters that you have received have explained, the natwe of the charter
busiuess mew v thul Lthere is 4 concern that as originally drafted the IFR could impoge a
significant fir. acial burden on the chauter aitliuey.

That i3 becai iz the chartar airlincs typically operate under long term coatiacts with (our
operators, whi in turn sell their package holidays and/or flights to passcngers themselves or
through travel ageats. The charter airline itself has no contractual or financial rclationship
with the indiv Jval passenger, and even if the tour operator or travel agent receives payment
In full for th.: . 10liday or flight from the pascanger some time in advance of actual travel - and
in the charer husiness it is not uncommon for thers to be many monthr hetween booking,
payment {n .|l and the date of actual travel - the charter airline itself fymeally does not
receive payuir it fiow e tow vpsralor ur tuvel agent until the date of ravel.  So, requiring
the charter 17 ne to pay the 8ST when the tour operator ui kdvel agent is paid i full may
mean that tic chartor airline will be paying the SSF many woully bofore it has {n fhct
rsceived payn it for the flight, and many months beforc the date of travel. That, clealy,
would have ii; aificant financial implications for the charter airlines.
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(:an you conl m, please, that your various letters of clarification issued since the IFR was
published 1 ;i ;1 that. as I have described the relationzhip ahove, the charter girline would not
be required (« pay the SSF until it (as opposed tn the tour aperstor or travel sgent) bad
received payu ant in Lull for the flight, or the date of travel, whichever came first?

Finally, mo:> generally, are we right in belicving that the TFR wy currenlly worded would
require the £5.! to be collocted for tochnical stops in the US? In the past, othes p=u pasyenaper
type fees imr [+ 8ed have generally been waived for technical stops, so, if the 8S8I' is to apply,
what i s the 1al >nale for reversing that policy in this instance?

| am capymn,; InR ta lohn Ryerly, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Transportation Affairs at the
State Deparl - .ot
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First Secretzry (Transport)



